
The Department of  Sociology, Shiv Nadar University invites applications for a workshop on 
conceptualizing doctoral research for Masters and MPhil students and others wishing to pursue 
their doctoral research in sociology and social anthropology. 
 
The workshop will be an intensive discussion-based engagement, where aspiring doctoral students 
will be trained to develop and fine-tune their proposed doctoral research projects. This will be done 
in the format of  a workshop conducted by the faculty of  the Department of  Sociology, Shiv Nadar 
University. 

The aim of  the workshop is to enable aspiring doctoral researchers to concretely draft their research 
questions, construct the possibility of  a field in response to their research question or locate it 
in the archives, work on ways of  incorporating existing literature and conceptualizing theoretical 
frameworks for their research projects, think about methods that one could adopt to materialize 
their research project and eventually get a first draft of  their research proposal ready for a larger 
public dissemination. 

The initial stages of  writing a proposal for doctoral research is often daunting.  At such a juncture, 
a collaborative exercise through exchange and discussion will enable aspiring doctoral candidates 
to locate their research problematic both conceptually and empirically, help them to think of  or 
construct a field that they can work in and ask introspective critical questions about the relevance 
of  their own projects. This workshop will address all these concerns directly and will enable 
students and others wishing to pursue doctoral research to first share their research ideas, draft a 
research question drawn from a problematic, think about possible methodological interventions 
that each project may demand, and locate how their research will contribute to the development of  
anthropological and sociological theory.
 
The workshop will be spread across one and a half  days with seven sessions, where all participants 
will work as a collective, work in break-away groups and spend one on one feedback sessions with 
individual faculty as well as with the whole department together. At the end of  the two days, the 
workshop envisages that all participants will be able to write a perceptive research proposal that 
would hold ground for any application to a PhD programme in sociology and social anthropology. 
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This call for applications is open to final-year Master’s students, current or ex MPhil students as 
well as working professionals and others with an interest to pursue a PhD in sociology and social 
anthropology. 

Please send us your application in a word document with a cover letter. The application should 
include the following: 

1 A 500–700 words statement of  purpose that outlines your future research interest for a PhD, 
along with reasons stating why you would like to attend this workshop. 

2 A brief  CV (not more than two pages). 

3 One writing sample.

Please note that the workshop does not have any registration fee. Shiv Nadar University will provide 
local transport to pick students from a designated metro station and drop them back after the 
workshop. We will also provide local hospitality, which includes stay and food for the duration of  
the workshop. We won’t be able to provide outstation transportation costs for students from out 
of  Delhi. 

Those interested may please apply to the following email ID: subhashim.goswami@snu.edu.in 

Application Deadline: 5 January 2020
Application Decision: 19 January 2020
Workshop: 7 & 8 February 2020

Eligibility criteria to apply


